
 
 
  



 
 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 



 



 
 



 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/brett-mathews-1a146513/


Brett Mathews 

Editor @ Apparel Insider | Editorial, Copywriting 

CHINESE E-COMMERCE SHIPMENTS TO EUROPE PLUNGE 50% AS EU CUSTOMS CRACKDOWN 

TAKES EFFECT 

 

New figures from aviation consultancy Aevean show that Chinese low-value e-commerce air shipments to 

Europe fell a staggering 50% year on year in September. 

 

The figures follow the EU's introduction of a €3 customs duty on low-value imports in July. 

 

For platforms such as SHEIN and Temu, which have built substantial businesses around shipping inexpensive 

products directly from China to overseas consumers, the implications could be considerable. 

 

Europe's customs reforms may be fundamentally changing the economics of ultra-fast fashion. 

 

For all the (rather dubious) talk about consumers becoming more conscious of sustainability, price remains one 

of the most powerful influences on purchasing decisions. 

 

Price is arguably the key driver in the ultra-cheap end of the fashion market. 

 

In terms of what new EU charges mean for shoppers buying from Shein and Temu, a €3 duty on a €5 garment is 

equivalent to a 60% price increase if passed on in full.  

 

On a €10 purchase, it represents 30%. 

 

These are huge increases for platforms whose appeal is built largely around exceptionally low prices (Question: 

other than price, do these brands have anything else to fall back on?) 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/brett-mathews-1a146513/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brett-mathews-1a146513/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/shein/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/temuapp/


 

 



 

Robert Antoshak 

 Tariffs pushed Chinese textile companies to build mills in Vietnam and, closer to home, in Mexico, so plenty of what 

we import from those places still runs on Chinese yarn and fabric. Customs is supposed to keep Xinjiang cotton out, 

and it doesn’t have the people to do it. Mexico loses to Asia on a cost sheet and wins on speed, assuming a buyer 

bothers to put a price on six weeks versus six months. Most don’t. Clothing prices sat flat for years while the supply 

chain ate the tariffs. This year they caught up with everything else. 

 

And the comeback everybody wants? I see one, in pockets, with robots and a few engineers running plants that used 

to employ thousands. Getting there takes capital the old industry never had. 
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